
 
November 18, 2011 

Red Tape Review 
Regulations by the Numbers for 2011: 

304 Days: Since the President’s Executive Order on Regulations 

130 Days: Since the President’s Executive Order on Regulations for Independent Agencies 

1 Rule: Repealed this year – spilled milk not considered an oil spill 

739 Rules*:  Revised regulations deemed significant under Executive Order 12866 

$93.2B:  Cost of regulatory burdens from new rules for the year 

71864 Pages:  Pages of regulations in the Federal Register so far this year 

118.8 Million: Hours of annual paperwork burden 
* Two weeks ago, we noted there were 526 significant rules in the Federal Register. The Federal Register now 

reports 739 significant rules. At this time we are unable to account for the increase in significant regulations. 

 

This week, the Supreme Court of the United States announced that it will take up the 

constitutionality of the President’s health-care law. While the court battle will be decided next 

year, the regulations implementing Obamacare continue to roll out. Since the passage of the 

health-care law, the Administration has issued over 50 implementing regulations containing 

1,568,482 words. The actual law, as big as it was, is only 425,116 words. Obamacare’s 

implementing regulations so far are 350 percent the length of the law itself. 

 

Senate Republicans are fighting for common sense solutions to regulations such as Sen. Thune’s 

“Access to Capital for Job Creators Act,” S. 1831, which will eliminate an onerous SEC 

provision that prevents small businesses from attracting capital. 

 

WALL STREET JOURNAL: Obama's Oil Abdication: Our nation's best option is not to lag 

but to lead on offshore development—not only so that we can show others how it's done, but 

also to ensure our own protection and prosperity. The time for that leadership is now, not at 

some more politically convenient time after next year's election. (U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski, 

November 14, 2011) 

 

DETROIT NEWS: Price Tag of 2025's Fuel Efficiency Standards: $157 Billion: The hike - 

outlined in a nearly 900-page proposal -- comes on top of the $51.5 billion price tag for 2012-

2016 rules that boosted by more than 30 percent requirements to a fleet-wide average of 34.1 

mpg by model year 2016.It's one of the most expensive - if not the most expensive regulation in 

U.S. history. (November 16, 2011) 

 

http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/search?conditions%5bpublication_date%5d%5bgte%5d=01%2F01%2F2011&conditions%5bsignificant%5d=1
netrightdaily.com/2011/11/the-battle-against-obamacare-is-not-just-at-the-supreme-court/#ixzz1e4f900eg
http://thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=71f21434-b205-414d-a602-135596507a7b
http://thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=71f21434-b205-414d-a602-135596507a7b
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204190704577026392654471870.html
http://www.detnews.com/article/20111116/AUTO01/111160442/1361/Price-tag-of-2025-s-fuel-efficiency-standards--$157-billion


LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL: Reid Says Regulations Don't Kill Jobs: The economy is 

still hurting, and unemployment is still high, because new jobs aren't being created. New and 

expanded regulations don't encourage job creation. Reducing the cost of regulation by 

slashing the existing bureaucracy and blocking new rules would help create jobs. That's how 

things work in Nevada, anyway. Apparently, things look different from inside the Beltway. 

(November 17, 2011) 

 

NEW YORK TIMES: Re-election Strategy Is Tied to a Shift on Smog: The full retreat on 

the smog standard was the first and most important environmental decision of the presidential 

campaign season that is now fully under way. An examination of that decision…illustrates the 

new calculus on political and policy shifts as the White House sharpens its focus on the 

president’s re-election. (November 16, 2011) 

 

POLITICO: EPA Poised to Roll Out 2012 Agenda: The Obama Environmental Protection 

Agency will have a busy 2012, proposing, finalizing, implementing and defending one rule 

after another, right through Election Day. Just don’t expect the rules’ real-world impact to play 

out before next November — whether those turn out to be job losses, job creation or both. 

(November 14, 2011) 

 

GOP Solutions to Red Tape 
 

Thune Introduces Bipartisan Bill to Increase Access to Capital for Job Creators (S. 1831) 

 

Heller Bill Streamlines Permit Process for Job Creators (S. 1844) 

 

Heller Advocates for FCC Reform (S. 1780, S. 1784) 

 

Shelby Introduces Financial Regulatory Responsibility Act (S. 1615) 

 

Portman Introduces Bill to Reduce Onerous Red Tape on Job Creators (S. 1606) 

 

Collins Calls for “Time Out” from Burdensome Federal Regulations (S. 1538) 

 

Johanns Legislation Would Curb Federal Regulations on Job Creators (S. 1531, S. 1530, S. 

1528) 

 

Rubio, Cornyn, Hutchison Look to Shut Down Proposed IRS Reporting Rule (S. 1506) 

 

Johnson Introduces Regulation Moratorium and Job Preservation Act (S. 1438) 

 

Collins Introduces Bill to Give EPA Time to Implement Boiler MACT Rule (S. 1392) 

 

Toomey Introduces Employment Protection Act (S. 1292) 

 

Barrasso Introduces Employment Impact Act (S. 1219)  

 

http://www.lvrj.com/opinion/reid-says-regulations-don-t-kill-jobs-134023443.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/17/science/earth/policy-and-politics-collide-as-obama-enters-campaign-mode.html?_r=2
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1111/68259.html
http://thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=71f21434-b205-414d-a602-135596507a7b
http://heller.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=7bddcc7a-dd46-46cf-9e30-507509db77b7
http://heller.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=3ff3953b-e466-4195-a443-5a1466f0bca6
http://shelby.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ID=df5330c4-80f7-479b-b6a3-c0b8e7d138be
http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=67da026c-d6de-4ac8-9555-54d1c09dc040
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=5e17ad4b-c9c0-cf5e-b57d-49c3b7c47bb5&CFID=111000282&CFTOKEN=14607599
http://johanns.senate.gov/public/?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=a744d700-f152-4d1c-96e2-f06ca110ab32
http://johanns.senate.gov/public/?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=a744d700-f152-4d1c-96e2-f06ca110ab32
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/175283-rubio-senate-republicans-looking-to-shut-down-proposed-irs-reporting-rule%C2%A0
http://ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=6510d860-c605-4da5-bd26-d4b3fe0ac461
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=4907f5b6-d170-069e-f38f-094d9dfd819e&Region_id=&Issue_id=&CFID=102303556&CFTOKEN=17382422
http://toomey.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=165
http://barrasso.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressOffice.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=99f64ac3-0dd5-3636-67c6-888245b8cc61&Region_id=&Issue_id=


Portman Introduces Measure to Reduce Red Tape on Job Creators (S. 1189) 
 

Inhofe Releases Senate Report Exposing the High Cost of EPA’s Water Regulations  

 

Rubio Calls on Senate to Act on Defunding Job-Destroying EPA Mandate (S. Amdt. 435) 

 

Senators Introduce Keeping Politics Out of Federal Contracting Act (S. 1100) 

 

Vitter Introduces Bill to Put “Moratorium” on Agencies Over-Regulating (S. 927) 

 

Alexander, Graham, DeMint Introduce Job Protection Act (S. 964) 

 

DeMint Pushes to Repeal Dodd-Frank Financial Takeover (S. 712) 

 

Enzi Backs Constitutional Amendment to Give Power Back to the States (S.J. Res. 12) 

 

Senate Republican Jobs Plan: An Outline for Creating American Jobs and Prosperity 

 

Moran Introduces Bill to Reform Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (S. 737) 

 

Inhofe, Johanns Introduce “Comprehensive Assessment of Regulations on the Economy 

(CARE) Act” (S. 609) 

 

Collins Introduces “Clearing Unnecessary Regulatory Burdens (CURB) Act” (S. 602) 

 

Snowe, Coburn Introduce the “Small Business Regulatory Freedom Act” (S. 474) 

 
Roberts Introduces “Regulatory Responsibility for our Economy Act” (S. 358) 

 

Paul Introduces REINS Act (S. 299) 
 

http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=22077607-12bc-4df4-8fe3-e09aff1a45ad
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=021d523d-242b-4170-8e95-cca755e46cbe
http://rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=646213c5-9cd4-4a40-bc81-a8216aafac51
http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Press.MinorityNews&ContentRecord_id=2d6a5335-5056-8059-7634-b86757d92c36
http://www.vitter.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c1c97c50-ecfa-3fb1-32d4-c73b3cde2d4d
http://alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=cc98f272-f8c2-4952-88a1-4b5557650a64&ContentType_id=778be7e0-0d5a-42b2-9352-09ed63cc4d66&Group_id=80d87631-7c25-4340-a97a-72cccdd8a658
http://demint.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=d6b067f8-122b-4a61-893d-0c6d58cc5e63&ContentType_id=a2165b4b-3970-4d37-97e5-4832fcc68398&Group_id=9ee606ce-9200-47af-90a5-024143e9974c&MonthDisplay=4&YearDisplay=2011
http://enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ContentRecord_id=3befecb6-67bc-45c3-8e35-c088fcfa5c75
http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=a7d8ce01-07a1-4dae-acd1-c9d579cc4be6
http://moran.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ID=18419a98-8ee4-4b84-80cd-52cf6043368d
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Minority.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c04d13ae-802a-23ad-4be4-d3679098ffb4&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Minority.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c04d13ae-802a-23ad-4be4-d3679098ffb4&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c5617b03-d9bb-1c0c-39e5-df5ad242e1fc&Region_id=&Issue_id=&CFID=78940322&CFTOKEN=65263747
http://snowe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ContentRecord_id=b871d6b2-4df2-40ac-b096-6c70d403b15d&ContentType_id=ae7a6475-a01f-4da5-aa94-0a98973de620&Group_id=2643ccf9-0d03-4d09-9082-3807031cb84a&MonthDisplay=3&YearDisplay=2011
http://roberts.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=cb92f708-9879-4117-95d1-37d78c0b08f2&ContentType_id=ae7a6475-a01f-4da5-aa94-0a98973de620&Group_id=d8ddb455-1e23-48dd-addd-949f9b6a4c1f
http://paul.senate.gov/record.cfm?id=330956&

